PREFACE

earth, and receptacle, must have been of considerable
weight. There is no doubt, however, that the thing
was done through many years. My informant often
spoke, too, of the horribly suffocating sensation pro-
duced by the pair of spirit-tubs slung upon the chest
and back, after stumbling with the burden of them for
several miles inland over a rough country and in
darkness. He said that though years of his youth
and young manhood were spent in this irregular
business, his profits from the same, taken all together,
did not average the wages he might have earned in a
steady employment, whilst the fatigues and risks were
excessive.

I may acid that the action of this story is founded
on certain smuggling exploits that occurred between
1825 and 1830, and were brought to a close in the
latter year by the trial of the chief actors at the Assizes
before Baron Bolland for their desperate armed re-
sistance to the Custom-house officers during the land-
ing of a cargo of spirits. This happened only a little
time after the doings recorded in the narrative, in
which some incidents that came out at the trial are
also embodied.

In the culminating affray the character called
Owlett was badly wounded, and several of the Pre-
ventive-men would have lost their lives through being
overpowered by the far more numerous body of
smugglers, but for the forbearance and manly conduct
of the latter. This served them in good stead at their
trial, in which the younger Erskine prosecuted, their
defence being entrusted to Erie. Baron Holland's
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